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Therefore, there is now no condemnation for tholse are in Christ Jesus, because through Chriss dbsu
law of the Spirit of life set me free from the lafvsin and death. (Romans 8:1-2, NIV)

Ah, SUMMER is upon us! This year, State Collegeasis are going to have classes until June 17t i¥ha
pretty late for PA schools, but it's precisely wHdmished school every year where | grew up in
Northeastern NY state. The last day of school meemy things (no more alarm clocks, for one). Two
holidays, however book ended our northern summigirst, there was July™ This meant a big celebration.
Big celebrations included parades and fireworksyntown. There also were family gatherings and
cookouts. It seems to me that there was moreesreitt around these holidays when | was younger than
there is now — but perhaps that’'s nostalgia andewaity. Nevertheless, there was something élakelt
always looked forward to during our summers: BgiliAnd, though | didn’t realize it at the timajlsg
taught me a lot about faith. There is such a sehfeedom and excitement on the water. The wimad

be so powerful at times, creating the need totheljib (make it smaller), sit high and hold orhtigs the
boat leaned from the power. Sometimes, the wingln@ally mild. During these times, we could putaup
spinnaker so that we had a larger sail that coddenthe boat with less wind. Or, we could jusisitl

relax, waiting for the next surge of wind or chamswhere we might find a nice spot to stop and swivty
dad spent lots of time studying the lake and thenoas of sailing. Mom took time making sure we ha
plenty to eat and drink as well as any other neestdg@gplies. | just showed up offering little monam my
muscles (I may not be really strong, but my moma& p little thing and my brother is six years ypeinthan
me — so my dad and | were the strongest in thelyamThere were no cell phones and few distraction
sometimes wonder if people who sail today havesttree enjoyment and freedom from distractions ag the
were in pre-cell-phone days, but that's anotheclatrt Sadly, my parents have sold our sailboatramnd
longer sail. But, | learned a lot on the waterwhgaying attention to the wind and being readgttange
your sail or your course when the unexpected hagpp8ounds a lot to me like faith: pay attentiohie
Spirit and be ready to change your sail or yoursewhen the unexpected happens. This summer,
somewhere between Independence Day and Labor Cayywa find the freedom that can be known through
faith in Jesus. This freedom goes far beyond évangranted as Americans (and that’s saying sangth
No matter what is going on in your life, remembettGod is with you. Whether you have to furl jibe
because the wind of the Spirit is blowing hard deether you need to put out the spinnaker to keé@mgo
please remember that even on the days when youfeahthe Spirit, it is still there empowering tesdo
amazing things in the name of Jesus Christ. Mapevebedient to the Spirit. May we remember that w
are meant for and defined by more than labor, amit] work, though they are necessities of life amhe

And may we thank God for providing the power fortagpress on in faith. Church friends, let's salls
Summer is here!

Blessings,
Pastor Renee



What's Happening in June & July

Prayer Team
All are welcome to be part of our prayer team to pray for our church. We will meet every Monday at 7pm at
Woodycrest United Methodist Church and on Sundays after church at Houserville UMC House of Hope.

Houserville UMC House of Hope Community Center

This is your community center. Why not schedule it today for that birthday party, baby shower, etc. There
is NO fee, but a donation to cover costs is welcome. Call Sharon Poorman at (814) 360-4148 or email her
at bchbumn@comcast.net to schedule.

A Memory Saved Scrapbooking

Do your photos albums overflow? Is that concert ticket stub carefully saved getting battered? We have the
answer! Join the scrap booking group at HUMC House of Hope. Everyone from “just thinking” about it to
the pro is welcome. Amy and Sharon will help you or you can just work on your own. ALL supplies are
included in the $20 fee. Paper, punches, die cut machines, stickers, embellishments, you name it....AND
lunch. We meet every 2" Saturday of the month at the Houserville House of Hope fellowship hall. We'd
love to have you there! For more information, email us at amemorysaved@hotmail.com.

Woodycrest Choir
Woodycrest Choir will be having a luncheon on Sunday, June 7, 2009 to celebrate their last day of practice
for the summer.

Flag Day
Flag Day is on Sunday, June 14, 2009. Please remember to put out your flag!

Men'’s Fellowship Dinner
Men'’s Fellowship Dinner will be held on Saturday, June 20, 2009.

Independence Day
Independence Day is on Saturday, July 4, 2009. Please remember to put out your flag and enjoy the
fireworks with friends and family!

Houserville’s Outdoor Worship

Start the presses! Houserville’s July 12, 2009 worship will be held OUTDOORS at Spring Creek Park with a
picnic following the worship. During the service, Vinny Hodges will be baptized and we will invite anyone in
the community who wishes to be baptized to participate. MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

ENJOY THE SUMMER!!

Check out our websites at www.houserville-umc.org and www.woodycrest-umc.org.
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Grandfathers Are Fathers Who Are Grand What Makes a Dad
Grandfathers are fathers who are grand, God took the strength of a mountain,
Restoring the sense that our most precious things The majesty of a tree,
Are those that do not change much over time. The warmth of a summer sun,
No love of childhood is more sublime, The calm of a quiet sea,
Demanding little, giving on demand, The generous soul of nature,

Far more inclined than most to grant the wings The comforting arm of night,
Allowing us to reach enchanted lands. The wisdom of the ages,
Though grandfathers must serve as second The power of the eagle's flight,

fathers, The joy of a morning in spring,
Helping out with young and restless hearts, The faith of a mustard seed,
Each has all the patience wisdom brings, The patience of eternity,
Remembering our passions more than others, The depth of a family need,
Soothing us with old and well-honed arts. Then God combined these qualities,
Author Unknown When there was nothing more to add,

He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so, He called it ... Dad
Author Unknown

Father's Day Prayer
Thank you, friend Jesus,
for my father who loves me,
for my grandfather who cares for me
and for God, my eternal father,
who made me and is always with me.
How Blessed | am!
Amen



