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� � Please help celebrate Martin      Enjoy Valentine’s Day on Sunday, 
  Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday,    February 14, 2010 with your loved one  
  January 18, 2010.      or that special someone in our life. 

The Mission of the 
church – To make 
disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the 
transformation of 
the world!  
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But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8 NKJV) 
 

 Valentine’s Day is the day when we celebrate love.  It is named after St. Valentine who is said to 
have performed wedding ceremonies for young men during a time when Roman Emperor Claudius II 
ordered all young men to remain single so that the emperor could grow his army.  Of course, St. Valentine 
was jailed and executed for his act of protest.  Legend says that, before being executed, Valentine healed 
his jailer’s daughter and left a simple note that read, “From your Valentine.”  Here we are over 1700 years 
later surrounded by hearts, flowers, chocolates and cards in every store we enter in honor of Valentine’s 
Day.  Valentine’s Day is a special day and it is all focused on the gift of love.   
 Of course, we celebrate another love story in the church…the love God has for the world poured out 
in the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God’s only son.  What a sacrificial act of love freely 
given and offered to all people unconditionally.  Unconditional love is so healing and so necessary in this 
broken-hearted world.  We are pretty good at loving people who love us (such as our family and friends).  
It’s not always so easy to love people who are different from us, who get on our nerves, or who have hurt 
us.  Of course, scripture says that, "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 
'sinners' love those who love them (Luke 6:32).” 
 My heart goes out to the people of Haiti during this month when we celebrate the gift of love.  I must 
confess that I’ve been struggling a great deal lately with Pat Robertson’s comments about Haiti making a 
deal with the devil.  I am so thankful that I am not called to be in a position of judgment (that’s God’s place, 
not mine).  And I will continue to hold in my prayers those who feel differently than me.  I do, however, 
disagree with what he said and I am convinced that Jesus is pouring out love in Haiti to the people 
devastated by the terrible earthquakes.  Our task is to imitate Christ and do likewise.  He is calling us to 
come together as his body to respond to those who hurt and struggle.  For Jesus told us: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
because he has anointed me  

to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  

and recovery of sight for the blind,  
to release the oppressed, 19 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. (Luke 4:18-19 NIV quoting Isaiah 61) 
 

 As we celebrate this unconditional gift of love poured out for the entire world, may we remember the 
people of Haiti and may we give of our time, resources, prayers, and presence in response to their need.  
Please hold the people of Haiti and all those devastated by natural disasters in prayer.  Please consider 
donating items for a health kit or an entire health kit.  Consider giving a monetary donation.  Pray about 
whether God is calling you to serve on a mission team to help them rebuild.  For Haiti, these would be 
wonderful Valentine’s Day presents.  (For more information on how to respond, read on in the newsletter).  
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY EVERYONE!! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Renee 
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What’s Happening At Houserville House of Hope In Fe bruary 2010  
�
�
Scrapbooking  
It’s the winter months and there’s not as much to do, so pull out your pictures and join us a Saturday or 
two.  Scrapbooking is twice a month for the winter.  We will be scrappin the 2nd and 4th Saturdays from 
10-4 at Houserville UMC House of Hope until April.  Cost is only $20 and includes all supplies.  Just 
bring your pictures.  We will probably end with a scrapbooking store road trip the 4th Saturday in April.  
We’ll keep you posted!  If you have any questions or would like to be added to our mailing list, contact 
us at amemorysaved@hotmail.com or bchbumn@comcast.net.  Hope to see you there! 
�
Faith and Doubt Study  
This class will start on Wednesday January 13, 2010 and go every Wednesday at 6 pm until February 
10, 2010.  We often think of doubt as the opposite of faith, but wrestling with doubts can actually 
strengthen our relationship with God. In this class, we will explore those doubts based on the book, 
Faith and Doubt, exploring life issues and where faith fits in to life in the real world. We will gather at 6 
for a meal followed by our study from 6:30-730. There is also a program for children offered at the 
same time as well as child care for infants and toddlers. Please consider joining us!  All are welcome! 
�
Houserville House of Hope Building Update & Wish Li st  
We’ve made a lot of church improvements, big and little.  We’ve painted, tiled, carpeted and beautified.  We 
are so excited about what God is doing to change lives and bring hope to our community.  Please add the 
following to your prayers as we consider some hopes and dreams.  We are hoping and dreaming for the 
following, if they are God’s will: Handicap accessible bathrooms, new clear plexi-glass to cover the stained 
glass so the windows can be enjoyed inside and out, funding for electrostatic painting to repaint the siding, 
a new roof, a grand piano, and an outdoor storage shed.  For smaller things, we can always use extra 
helpers on our work days/nights and gift certificates for Wal-Mart, Lowe’s and Home Depot. 
�
Houserville UMC House of Hope Community Center  
This is your community center.  Why not schedule it today for that birthday party, baby shower, etc.  There 
is NO fee, but a donation to cover costs is welcome.  Call Sharon Poorman at (814) 360-4148 or email her 
at bchbumn@comcast.net to schedule. 
�
Facebook  
Look for Houserville House of Hope on Facebook to see what we are up to in your community. 
 
 
Check out our websites at www.houserville-umc.org 
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What’s Happening At Woodcrest UMC In February 2010  
�
�
Health Ministry Presentations  
Here are some upcoming Health Ministry Presentations that will be held in the Rainbow Room at 11:30 
am.  On February 7, 2010 we are asking you to Wear Red Day for a Healthy Heart.  We will also have 
a Health Ministry Presentation on Healthy Heart:  Risk Assessment.  On February 14, 2010 we will 
have a Health Ministry Presentation on Healthy Heart:  Cholesterol.  On February 21, 2010 we will 
have a Health Ministry Presentation on Healthy Heart:  Blood Pressure.  Our last presentation will be 
on February 28, 2010 we will have a Health Ministry Presentation on Healthy Heart:  Review.  Please 
come listen to a special presentation about a new, exciting ministry at our church.  Hope to see you 
there! 
�
Woodycrest Directory Photos  
On February 14 after worship (before Sunday School) or just submit a photo of your choice.  
Remember to smile! 
�
In His Service Care Group  
In His Service Care Group will meet Saturday, February 6, 2010 from 9-11am.  The group was to meet 
on the 13th for the month of February due to a conflict that resolved its self and we will go back to our 
regular February meeting date and time.  Sorry for any inconvenice!  Hope to see you there! 
�
Exercise Equipment  
If you have any Exercise Equipment in good condition please contact the church office at  
814-238-1683. 
�
Life Change Bible Study  
A prayer and support group for people trying to live healthy lifestyles in a challenging world.  We 
discuss areas of concerns such as healthy eating, stress, and using Scriptures as our guide.  We 
will be meeting on Mondays at 7 pm.  Hope to see you there! 
�
Woodycrest Choir  
Woodycrest Choir sings on the 1st and 3rd Sundays and meets for choir rehearsal at 11:30 am right after 
Sunday School on the 1st and 3rd Sundays as well.  We have a couple of empty chairs (we can always add 
more) and would encourage anyone who likes music to join us.  We have a lot of fun and fellowship using 
our voices for God.  Contact Debbie Shehan at (814) 355-3979 for more information. 
 
 
Check out our websites at www.woodycrest-umc.org 
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What’s Happening In The Community For February 2010  
�
�
10 + 10 – Time for Prayer and Bible  
Don’t forget!  Everyone should plan on committing to a minimum of 10 minutes of prayer everyday and 10 
minutes reading scriptures.  If you need help getting started, please contact Pastor Renee. 
�
Souper Bowl Sunday  
Please help support the Souper Bowl Sunday on February 7, 2010.  All proceeds go to the Fillmore 
Church.  They are the 2010 Souper Bowl of Caring charity of choice this year.  You can bring a $1.00 
and a canned good to help out.  Please be part of this movement this is sharing God’s love with those 
in need! 
�
 

Happy 2010 from your church families!! 
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